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Press Release

Community Teams Up for Humanitarian Aid
Earthquake and War Victims in Armenia to get Winter Clothing
Garner, NC, June 15, 2006:  Thousands of winter sweaters and long sleeve blouses donated by hundreds of Garner and Cleveland area residents left the Basic Needs Ministry warehouse headed for Armenia.  Shipping was provided by the U.S. Department of State as part of the United States Humanitarian Aid Program providing relief after 25,000 were killed and 500,000 residents displaced by an earthquake and another 300,000 are displaced and homeless after a border war with Azerbaijan.  Unlike Eastern North Carolina, which has spent a few years recovering from a hurricane and extensive flooding, many extremely poor countries of the world will take over 25 years to recover from natural disasters even with long-termU.S. aid.
The youth group from Turner Memorial Baptist Church, work teams from Haven House, teams from ME-3, and concerned individuals came to Basic Needs' warehouse and provided hundreds of hours of labor to sort, count, and pack the clothing.  The clothing would have cost local churches over $110,000, if it was purchased just for this shipment.  Holland's United Methodist Church men brought their Missions Ministries cargo van to Basic Needs to pick up and transport the clothing to Goldsboro, where the volunteers at the Marian Edwards Recovery Center Initiatives warehouse packed the international shipping container for the Department of State.  Delivery is expected in October, just in time for the cold winter.

   The collection of so many winter clothes was made easy by northern transplants shedding their heavy clothes for the lighter weight fabrics of the hot and humid south.  The abundance of winter clothes has been a frustration to North Carolina's major city thrift shops and their clothing brokers, because unlike the hot weather countries in Africa, Central and South America, there are few easy markets developed for cold weather clothing.  Basic Needs works to give free clothing to people in need, starting in its local service area and then working with churches and government agencies to place excess through special projects.  Although it needs money to pay its warehouse bills, It has been rejecting offers from local brokers, who would have paid $25 for an entire load of clothing, like the Armenia shipment, only to move it through the foreign markets until it would be sold for 400-500 times more to the people who could least afford it.  

Basic Needs' volunteers work Monday evenings from 6-9 p.m. and Saturdays 9-6 p.m., with an occasional extra work session.  Groups are encouraged to call before coming in to work since space is limited, but individuals may come in whenever the warehouse is open.  It has the region's largest free and reduced-price brand name clothing selection, which is displayed on commercial racks after being sorted by category and size.  Low or no income residents of Garner, Clayton, Cleveland, Fuquay-Varina, Willow Spring, Wilson's Mill, and Angier may pick up free clothing gift certificates at the nearest church, while children attending public schools in those communities, who are receiving free and reduced lunches, should see their guidance counselors.  By adding 270 convenient locations for local residents to get gift certificates and working with local churches and schools on several special projects, Basic Needs was able to increase its free goods distribution from $42,000 in 2003 to over $290,000 in 2005.  It expects to give out $400,000 in assistance this year.  Residents doing some bargain shopping saved over $520,000 in the three years Basic Needs has opened its warehouse as a thrift shop and donors have been expected to take $3.6 million in tax deductions.   

Because Basic Needs receives donations in the form of clothing and household goods, it has difficulty paying the $38,000 annual warehouse costs.  This year Basic Needs is seeking $19,000 in cash donations to match its expected $19,000 in sales and pay its warehouse bills.  For more information, contact the director - Ronald Still, 919-661-6565.  
* * *
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