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Press Release

Cleveland gets a Food Pantry
Basic Needs Ministry becomes Partner Agency with Food Bank
Garner, NC, September 4, 2006:  Basic Needs Ministry opened the Cleveland Township Emergency Food Pantry, Johnston County, in its warehouse on N.C. 42 by I-40.  Estimates show a need to assist 1,200 residents of the township at some time during each year to banish hunger.  This is more critical when the students are on vacation and not receiving their free school lunches.  Basic Needs is planning to supplement local diets with 80,000 pounds of food in the first year, if they can secure community volunteers and $5,000.

Cleveland residents have been driving 12-40 miles to receive free food for years.  Cleveland's 10,000 residents with the help of Basic Needs' warehouse have the ability to immediately reduce the burden on the 57 food pantries surrounding their community and eventually take care of their own families and neighbors.  

 Although the pantry gave away over $1,500 in food in less than a month, it is still quiet as folks slowly find that extra food is available to tide them over to payday.  Basic Needs started its first night with a couple hundred pounds of Panera bread and Krispy Kreme doughnuts brought from LifePointe Christian Church in Raleigh.  It then added produce and more bakery goods from the Food Bank of Central and Eastern North Carolina, while a route man brought in bakery snacks, and residents dropped off items ranging from candy to fruit.  Staff is now shopping for canned goods and other staples, while planning to handle meat and other perishables in October.
Volunteers may contact Basic Needs at 661-6565.  Food donors may drop food at the warehouse Mondays from 6-9 p.m. or Saturdays 9-6.  Cash donors may come to the warehouse or mail checks to:  ATTN:  Food Pantry, Basic Needs Ministry, 1413 Kenbrook Drive, Garner, NC 27529-4447.  More information is available on the Internet at http://4042needs.org/.
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