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Press Release

Cleveland Township Emergency Food Pantry Approved to Distribute Federal Food
Nutritional foods will help pantry reach $300,000 annual need
Garner, NC, March 22, 2007:  Cleveland Township Emergency Food Pantry in Basic Needs Ministry's warehouse by I-40 on N.C. HWY 42 was approved to distribute food purchased and shipped by the United States Department of Agriculture's Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP).  Both North Carolina and Cleveland Township receives its food allocation based on its low-income and unemployed population.  The state agencies and Food Bank of Central and Eastern North Carolina worked out the details of distribution with the local food pantry, which directly distributes to qualifying households in Cleveland Township.

Under existing statewide guidelines, the food pantry will check a valid North Carolina provided Driver's License or state photo Identification Card for the household member seeking assistance.  Under its agreement with the Food Bank, all types of food assistance are currently limited to residents of Cleveland Township, with nonresidents being referred to their local and regional food pantries.  
Income standards for TEFAP are set by the state and are met by any family already using the Federal Food Stamp Program or by any family with an income qualifying for the Federal Food Stamp Program.  The income guidelines are available on the Internet, at every TEFAP distributing pantry, and everywhere people apply for food stamps.
The pantry is buying and distributing food at a rate of 72 tons a year worth $300,000 trying to match the needs in Cleveland.  Before the pantry opened, only some of the families were able to get food from the over burdened surrounding communities.  In a race to raise the money for Cleveland's food needs and another $45,000 to keep its warehouse open, it is reaching for the Feinstein Foundation's $1 Million Matching Grant.  All donations received and pledges made by April 30, 2007, will boost the amount of Feinstein Foundation money coming to Cleveland in August.  Donations and pledges may be marked for the Feinstein Challenge and sent to the nonprofit at:  Basic Needs Ministry, 1413 Kenbrook Drive, Garner, NC 27529-4447.   Basic Needs provided more than $7 million in benefits during the past 4 years through its clothing ministry, food pantry, and its promotion of a discount prescription drug program.  More information about its programs will be found on its Internet site at http://4042needs.org/ or by calling 919-661-6565.  
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