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Press Release

Dance to Keep Local Charity Open
Garner, NC, April 4, 2007:  In an effort to raise enough money to keep the food and clothing warehouse serving parts of Wake, Johnston, and Harnett counties open for another year, Raleigh's ME³ is putting on the  "Do Good Dance" on Friday, April 20, at the Raleigh Elks Lodge.  Basic Needs Ministry has served as the clothing closet for 7,200 children by providing 10,000 sets of clothing at the referrals of 300 churches, schools, and agencies, which use Basic Needs as if it were their own closet.  It has provided over $7 million in benefits, but has not been able to raise the $40,000 for its annual operating expenses.  Basic Needs is providing $25,000 worth of food a month to stop the hunger for hundreds of Cleveland residents through its Cleveland Township Emergency Food Pantry.  It promotes a discount prescription drug program and has an active referral service ranging from free dental care to mortgage payments.  There is no alternative building available or organization prepared to take over this operation, if Basic Needs cannot raise its operating costs.

Nationally known swing dance instructors and performers Wes Boz and Debbie Ramsey, owners of Mad About Dance Productions, will DJ and provide a free swing lesson at 8 p.m.  Doors open at 7:30, with dancing after the lesson until 11.  The Elks Lodge is at the corner of Lead Mine and Millbrook and well known for its dance floor and weekly dances.  Semi-formal dress is encouraged, but not required.  Don't be surprised if you see everything from cowboy boots to ballroom suedes.  All styles and levels of dancers will be out for a night of fun.  Single ticket costs $20, couples $35, group of 10 or more for $15 each.  Price includes snacks/refreshments, free dance lesson, goody bag for each guest, one free Grand Raffle Ticket, with 100% of the proceeds going to Basic Needs Ministry.  Space is limited, so tickets will be available at Basic Needs Ministry 6-9 Monday evenings or 9-6 Saturdays or on the Internet at http://www.me-3.org  until Tuesday, April 17.  After April 17, please check availability at amber@me-3.org.

Donations to keep the charity open can be made through the Ministry Internet site at http://www.4042needs.org/support/cash.html or by mailing a check to the Basic Needs Ministry office at 1413 Kenbrook Dr., Garner, NC 27529-4447.

ME³, a non-profit organization that promotes volunteerism and good works in Wake County and surrounding areas, first began working with the Basic Needs Ministry in the fall of 2005 when the Ministry’s Executive Director, Ron Still, called them up for volunteer assistance. “ME³ volunteers have had the pleasure of working with the Basic Needs Ministry for over a year now, and we’ve fallen in love with it,” explains Amber Smith, Executive Officer of ME³, “We want to do what we can to make sure the Ministry stays open and continues helping thousands of people in need.”
For more information about the Do Good Dance or ME³, visit www.me-3.org, or contact Amber Smith with questions at amber@me-3.org.  For more information about the Basic Needs Ministry, visit www.4042needs.org. 
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