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Press Release

Basic Needs Ministry Sets Sights on Deer
N.C. Hunters for the Hungry Tapped for "Deerburger"
Garner, NC, October 25, 2006:  Basic Needs Ministry, which operates the Cleveland Township Emergency Food Pantry at the intersection of I-40 and N.C. 42, wants to provide a balanced and nutritious food package to its hungry neighbors.  There are about 1,200 individuals or 10% of the local population going hungry at some time during the year.  Since Basic Needs lacks an affordable source of protein and lean meat, it set its sights to provide ground deer meat to local residents from North Carolina Hunters for the Hungry.  Under the program, venison is donated by hunters, made into "deerburger" by licensed food processors, and then provided to distributors like Raleigh's Inter-Faith Food Shuttle.  Before handling perishables, Basic Needs is required to have a staff member take a food safety handling class, become certified, and then pass on-site equipment and building safety and sanitation inspections by both the Food Bank of Central and Eastern North Carolina and the Inter-Faith Food Shuttle.  In preparation for the expansion of handling perishable produce, meats, and dairy, Schneider Chiropractic, LifePointe Christian Church, and Garner TV and Appliance donated two 20 cu. ft. freezers.
Basic Needs had $12,000 in food and vitamins arrive at its Cleveland warehouse since August 10, with half of that from the Garner Church of God and its partner Operation Compassion; 1,600 pounds of Panera Bread and Krispy Kreme products from LifePointe Christian Church in Raleigh; and the balance from the Food Bank of Central and Eastern North Carolina.  Very little protein was available during this period.
Nutritional balance is a concern and challenge for food pantries as well as their clients.  Manufacturers, distributors, and retailers often supply short- and out-dated high sugar and corn syrup content products to food banks, which makes it very easy for the pantries to stock up on products, which are weight producing and virtually banned from the diets of many diabetics.  State and federal funded nutritional programs (SNAP and TEFAP) are withheld from new food pantries until a 3-6 month service record is established.  Basic Needs will become eligible for both in early 2007 and when those foods are available at the Food Bank.
Basic Needs earned its reputation as a charity by processing and giving away $1 million worth of clothing in the last three years at the request of 300 churches, schools, and government agencies.  Local church and school offices already have enough free clothing gift certificates to clothe 16,000 children or their mothers, before the certificates expire at year end.  Using all volunteers, Basic Needs has kept expenses below $40,000 a year.  Basic Needs' volunteers open the warehouse to the public over 50 hours a month to distribute free clothing and food to those in need and receive donations.  During these hours, the public may shop for bargains in clothing, books, toys, and household goods, but no food is sold.  The sales help to pay the costs of running the warehouse at 5533 NC HWY 42 W Units D96-100, Garner.  Hours are Mondays 6 p.m.-9 p.m. and Saturdays 9 a.m.-6 p.m.  Donors' checks can be mailed to Basic Needs Ministry, 1413 Kenbrook Drive, Garner, NC 27529-4447 or deposited in the name of Basic Needs Ministry at any Four Oaks Band and Trust location.  For more information, contact:  Ronald Still at 919-661-6565 or go to the Internet site at http://4042needs.org/.    
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