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Press Release

Basic Needs Ministry Keeps the Lead Out
Bans Donated CRTs
Garner, NC, July 28, 2008:  Basic Needs Ministry, Route 42, Garner, is no longer accepting donations of televisions or computer monitors with cathode ray tubes.  North Carolina residents have 13 million cathode ray tube (CRT) televisions and computer monitors in their homes and that mountain-size stack is heading towards charities and landfills because of the rapid acceptance of flat screen products and the television tuner change due in  February 2009.  Like many charities, Basic Needs, is not able to ensure safe storage of CRTs on its property and is not permitted to dispose of them in the landfill, like homeowners.  Both state and federal environmental agencies warn of the dangers of CRT lead, whether the CRT would break in handling or storage or crush in a landfill.  Safe recycling and disposal information is available from the N.C. Division of Pollution Prevention and its Internet site at http://www.p2pays.org/electronics/index.asp. 

Basic Needs Ministry and its volunteers provide free clothing and household goods to residents at the direction of more than 300 churches, schools, and agencies.  Its neighbors are expected to donate 400,000 items during 2008 to ensure the needs are being met.  Volunteers stock the warehouse Mondays and Thursdays 6-9 p.m. and Saturdays 9-6.  More information about its programs will be found on its Internet site at http://4042needs.org/ or by calling 919-661-6565.  
* * *
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