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Press Release

Microsoft Announces Donation to Basic Needs Ministry
Intuit, Symantec, and Adobe to follow 
Garner, NC, February 16, 2007:  Akhtar Badshah, Senior Director of Microsoft Community Affairs, announced that Basic Needs Ministry and its Cleveland Township Emergency Food Pantry was approved to receive a $2,500 donation of Microsoft software, including multiple sets of Office Professional Plus 2007 with Software Assurance, which provides access to upgrades for the next two years.  

Microsoft makes monetary and in kind contributions to eligible nonprofit organizations around the world to help people and communities realize their potential.  Microsoft's giving program focuses on improving lifelong learning for underserved youth and adults, by providing technology-related skills through community-based technology and learning centers.

Intuit, Adobe, and Symantec software donations are expected to arrive in the next few weeks. 

Basic Needs is looking for a corporate grant or donations to add five additional computers with new Windows Vista Business Ultimate operating systems, monitors, wireless LAN technology, and a multi-user laser printer.

The software programs and computers will be used to support the current mission of Basic Needs as it provides for the clothing and food needs of the community and position Basic Needs to offer new programs to serve the area.  Over the past three years, Director Ronald Still has been speaking with volunteers and community leaders to weigh the unsupported educational and medical needs of the community.  To have many programs available that already support Wake residents, most of the participating Johnston County's residents anticipate waiting another 20 years. From these discussions several programs regularly rose to the top of the needs and wants of the residents, but many required much more space and capital than Basic Needs has available.  Basic Needs already offers basic skills training for someone wishing to work in the retail field.  After the computers become available, Basic Needs will be looking for residents that want to learn or improve their Internet and telephone research techniques.  After recruiting and training volunteers in research techniques, Basic Needs will assist Johnston County residents, who are underinsured or uninsured for their prescription drugs get free and reduced priced prescription drugs.  Basic Needs programs are supported by direct community donations and thrift shop sales. 

Basic Needs is 1 block west of I-40 Exit 312 on N.C. 42 and is open Monday evenings from 6-9 and Saturdays from 9-6.  For additional information or to volunteer, call a volunteer at 919-661-6565.
For Immediate Release
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