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Press Release

Basic Needs Ministry Proposes Food Bank Partnership Serving Cleveland Township
Population over 10,000 outpaces services
Garner, NC, August 2, 2006:  Basic Needs Ministry proposed a partnership with the Food Bank of Central and Eastern North Carolina with the purpose of providing free food to low income residents living in and near Cleveland Township, Johnston County.  The Ministry is a Cleveland based public charity that has already provided $5.4 million in benefits through its clothing program since May 2003.  Within 10-15 miles of 4042 and on both sides of the Wake/Johnston County line, there are 119,000 residents with 7,200 children receiving free or reduced price school lunches and 8,000 low income households.  To make this food partnership possible, Basic Needs must find local residents to serve as advisors; volunteers to assist in shopping at the food bank warehouse in Raleigh; persons to stock, organize, and distribute the food at 4042; and assist with the paper work.  Although there is a small supply of free food available for distribution, funds would be needed to purchase meats and other items and cover some of the warehouse costs.

Besides the food needs in the area, many of the residents currently have the time and cost of driving 20-40 miles roundtrip for their free food, may only draw out once a month, and receive a very small supply of dry goods from existing agencies.  If Basic Needs is successful in getting the volunteers and the partnership arranged, it will be the only such food operation in the township, and could make available bakery, produce, meat, federal commodities, dairy, and dry goods, while increasing availability to the residents from 1-2 times a month to 9 times without expanding its current service schedule.  It is anticipated that the 270 churches and schools currently referring people to Basic Needs for clothing would be able to refer them for food.  Room to stock and handle the food in that volume is a concern.  With the additional volunteers, Basic Needs could offer more products and services on more days, ensuring that families could come in without loss of work time and pay.

Their clothing operation provides free clothing to those sent from 270 churches and schools on Saturdays from 9-6 and Monday evenings 6-9 p.m.  The public is invited to shop during those hours, when Basic Needs runs its fundraising sales.  They are able to accept MasterCard and VISA, both debit and credit.     
Basic Needs' director, Ronald Still, was the former director of the Gleaner's Food Bank and the Regional Coordinator for International Disaster Emergency Services in Southwest Pennsylvania.  He served with FEMA after the tornado tore up northwest Raleigh.  To contact Basic Needs, you may use the Internet site at http://4042needs.org/ or call 919-661-6565.  
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